
Last year was an unprecedented
year of hardship and tragedy,
worldwide. The Covid-19 pandemic
disrupted healthcare as we once
knew it and though sadly, the
suffering continues to be significant,
health systems have - collectively,
demonstrated their ability to adapt
quickly and transform services in
the face of extreme adversity. 

As we embark on 2021 with hope
for a better year ahead, the task
now faced by the Life Sciences
community is to harness this can-do
and collaborative attitude and think
beyond the traditional boundaries
of our disciplines.

The Welsh Government published a
written statement on Precision
Medicine in 2019, describing the
commitment to invest in a vibrant
ecosystem of Research, Innovation
and NHS Service Development.  

Establishing a Centre of Excellence
in Precision Medicine is a priority
for Wales and plans are underway
to develop a site in North Cardiff,
close to the proposed new Velindre
Cancer Centre at Coryton. 

I would like to recognise the
extraordinary efforts made by
you all during one of the most
difficult years. The pandemic has
touched each of our lives in so
many difficult ways, and my
condolences go out to any of you
who have lost loved ones due to
the virus. Each of our partners
have shown incredible resilience,
tenacity, and a willingness to do
what it takes, putting the needs
of our patients, our colleagues
and the wider public, first. 

I'd like to pay particular tribute
to the work of the Pathogen
Genomics Unit, for establishing a
world leading Covid-19
sequencing service in Wales. We
are all indebted to the huge
dedication of this small, expert
team.
 
Ways of working have changed,
yet collectively we have
demonstrated our ability to
adapt quickly, to develop and
even re-design services. It is in
this vein that I'd encourage us all
to approach the new
opportunity; to establish a
national, integrated hub for
genomics services, research and
engagement. It will be
transformative, and I am excited
to see what we can achieve
together in a purpose built
environment.
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Foreword

As part of the first phase of
development, plans for new state of
the art facilities are maturing at
pace to enable three GPW partner
organisations to co-locate; All
Wales Medical Genomics Service,
Pathogen Genomics Unit and Wales
Gene Park.

GPW have been committed to an
open and inclusive approach to the
estates work from the outset, and as
a community we are greatly
indebted to the dedication and hard
work of the Estates Implementation
Group for embracing a collaborative
and flexible approach to this fast-
moving project.

Regular consultations with our
stakeholders, including the wider
workforce as well as our Patient &
Public Sounding Board has been all-
important, has yielded invaluable
insight and continues to shape the
development work. We hope that
this will ensure that the new
premises will not only be fit for
purpose, but will be a comfortable
environment for patients and their
families and an inspiring
environment that will generate new
opportunities for collaboration.



Pathogen
Genomics
Unit 

Approach your
organisation's

representative with any
questions, or contact

the GPW team directly

We are committed to
working collaboratively with

patient and public groups

We hold regular staff
Q&A sessions - no

question too trivial!

Ask to be put in touch
with a specific work-

stream group to discuss
specific issues

Genomics
Estates
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A Spotlight on GPW Estates

Who's in? 

Laboratory Requirements & Specifications
Storage Requirements, Staff Facilities
IT and Digital & IT Operational Requirements
On Site Management & Governance
Building Operations & Facilities
Data Governance
Patient Areas & Facilities
Finance & HR

Three of GPW's partners will be co-locating at
the new site. Representatives from each
organisation have been actively contributing to
several workstreams to ensure that decisions are
made collectively at each stage of the process:

How can you get involved? 

What do your colleagues think?
“I am excited at the thought of working in a
contemporary, purpose-designed office
environment with modern facilities that are
in-line with the cutting-edge services we will
be delivering. ..” 
Bethan Frugtniet
(Genetic Technologist, AWMGS)

“I’m really looking forward to the move to
Coryton... I really hope it helps us to
continue to build on our communication and
collaboration with the different groups on
site.” 
Caroline Kirwan 
(Principal Genetic Counsellor AWMGS)

It is great to see the investment in Genomic
Medicine in Wales which will, ultimately,
benefit Welsh patients. 
Rhian Morgan
(Education & Engagement, Wales Gene Park)

Life is a moving, breathing thing. We have to
be willing to constantly evolve. Perfection is
constant transformation.
Sarah Taylor
(Healthcare Scientist, PenGU)



Genomics
Estates

What are the key design considerations? 

A welcoming and creative
suite of seminar rooms to
facilitate wider engagement
with patient, public and
professional groups

A friendly, private, relaxed and
accessible environment to hold
patient clinics that will improve
the patient experience  

A single digital infrastructure to
support seamless sharing of
genomic data between partners
to enable timely diagnosis and
treatment and generate new
research opportunities 

Cutting edge, world leading
clinical, public health and
research laboratory services,
including the latest in
sequencing technology and
bioinformatics resources

An interactive and flexible open-
plan office environment,
designed to foster relationships
and encourage collaboration
across disciplines, to develop
and retain a strong workforce

A pleasant and inclusive
working environment  providing
space for staff who have
religious or additional personal
needs, including a prayer room
and a family room
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What are the key milestones for the move?

Full business

case

submission - 

 March 2021

Staff
occupancy -

2022

Renovations to

begin -

Summer 2021 

These timeframes are estimates and dependent on the Business Case being approved by
Welsh Government:



Programme
Updates

Contact GPW

Genomics Showcase 

A virtual event aimed at showcasing the work of GPW and all our

partners. The showcase will offer a platform for collaboration

between professionals and engaging with the public. Attendees will

have the opportunity to visit virtual exhibition stands, attend

seminars and hear from experts in their field, take part in interactive

and engaging activities that explore the world of genomics. 

This year's celebration was a joint parliamentary event hosted virtually

by Genetic Alliance UK, uniting all UK nations to mark this important day

and to highlight the recently published UK  Rare Diseases Framework.

Rare Disease forms an important part of the Genomics for Precision

Medicine Strategy and the work of AWMGS. 

Our workforce features on
'Journey to Genomics' will
return in next months'
issue. The focus of our
next #JourneytoGenomics
will be on consultant
geneticists. If you are a
consultant geneticist in
Wales, we'd love to hear
from you!

Contact us for more
details about how to take
part.

@GenomicsWales

genomicspartnershipwales@wales.nhs.uk
www.genomicspartnership.wales

Nursing, Midwifery and Healthcare Conference

A Call for Journeys
#JourneytoGenomics:

Programme Updates

We have been busy! Find out about the latest
updates and  news from the GPW Team.
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Rare Disease Day

Nusing & Midwife
Survey winner

Congratulations to our
lucky winner from the NHS
in Wales who has won a
£100 prize draw! Sincere
thanks to all the nurses
and midwives who took the
time to complete the
Genomics survey. We look
forward to sharing our key
findings in due course. 

This inaugural conference will bring nurses, educators and those with

an interest in mainstreaming genomics, together to discuss pathways,

upskilling and much more! Register here 

If you would like to receive
regular updates from GPW
click here to view the
online version and
subscribe.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-rare-diseases-framework
https://coursesandconferences.wellcomegenomecampus.org/register/conferences/form1.aspx?e=834
https://us7.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=f93162e0576ab9f7c59c80787&id=98d8643297

