
Welcome to our autumn newsletter!
Since the GPW programme resumed
in June it has been a very busy time
for all partners. Despite continued
challenges presented by the current
pandemic for all staff, we have
introduced new services for our
patients and developed new ways to
engage and involve our stakeholders.

Our external engagement and
involvement activities with patients,
the public and healthcare
professionals have all moved to
virtual platforms, including our
Genomics cafés. Removing the
geographical boundaries associated
with a face to face event has resulted
in much higher attendance so we are
reaching more people. And we are
working with our communities to
develop how we facilitate these
events so that they are as effective as
possible.

As we move into another phase of the
pandemic with increased pressure
across services, we will use the strong
foundations laid by the programme.
GPW partners will support each other
to ensure that patient care continues,
and we continue to develop genomics
to realise the benefits for Wales. 
 

On 1st October, Wales officially became the first in the UK to
routinely provide DPYD screening to cancer patients eligible
for a particular type of chemotherapy. This service identifies
their risk of severe side effects to fluoropyrimidines. 

A significant number of patients who experience adverse
reactions have a genetic variation in the DPYD gene. Detecting
this variation allows for either dose modification or alternative
drugs to be used as treatment, improving patient outcomes and
reducing harm, leading the way to true personalised medicine.

Results in a clinically useful time-frame 
Differentiation between recurrence and re-infection 
Better discrimination between cases of CDI 

Public Health Wales UK Anaerobe Reference Unit (UKARU)
and Health Protection Division have launched a new method
for characterising clostridium difficile infections (CDI). The new
method, using whole genome sequencing, replaces the current
method of ribotyping, enables greater discrimination between
isolates, including the ability to distinguish between strains.
This will provide health care professionals and patients with
several benefits including:

It is hoped that over time, the service will improve our
knowledge of the ecology of CDI.  Another fantastic application
of genomics in healthcare! 

Wales Becomes the First to Offer Routine 
 DPYD Testing for Chemo Patients

Pathogen Genomics Unit (PenGU) Launching
New CDI service for Wales 
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Karen Jarrett

Family History Co-ordinator

Karen worked previously as
 Associate Practitioner where she
developed her skills to become a

registered Science technician. 
  

She completed an access to HE
course, then started a Health

Science degree with the Open
University  and now works as a

FHC.

I  discovered genomics whilst working towards a Health Science
Degree with the Open University, the Genetics module whilst
challenging highlighted how scientists are now able to achieve all
kinds of previously unavailable results and with these exciting
developments we can all look forward to the future of genomics.

What happens during a typical working day?
Whilst I mainly work alone I am part of a multidisciplinary
team who all work together to ensure the service runs smoothly.
Being the central point of contact for the service includes
providing information for the clinicians, this can range from
drawing a family history pedigree to turning detective in order
to obtain necessary clinical information.

What advice would you give to those interested in joining this
field?
It is key to be able to communicate and listen effectively
as well as maintain organisation, if you enjoy being part of a
team, can use your own initiative to determine priority of work
and enjoy a busy office environment then becoming a Family
History Coordinator could be for you.

What inspired you to pursue a role in genomics?

Family History Co-ordinators (FHCs) are the central
point of contact for AWMGS clinical services, providing
information and adding referrals for Specialist Nurses
and clinicians. 

They process patient referrals, draw up family history
pedigrees to agreed protocols and confirm diagnoses by
locating appropriate patient records. The number of
FHCs has increased in line with the growth of the Service
to help support consultants and genetic counsellors by
reducing their administrative workload, enabling them to
see more patients.

FHCs are therefore vital ‘cogs in the wheel’ enabling the
delivery of high standard clinical services for AWMGS.
We are pleased to share with you the following journeys
to genomics from FHCs across Wales!
For more information about this role, please contact:
 admin.genetics.cav@wales.nhs.uk

#JourneyTo
Genomics
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Journey to Genomics

A Spotlight on:
 

Family History Co-ordinators



#JourneyTo
Genomics

Kimberley has been employed
with the Cardiff and Vale UHB

for 19 years.
She started in  the day surgery

unit where she worked for 4
years.  She then joined the

Genomics Service where she
has worked for 15 years. During

this time she has also 
 completed 2 NVQs. 

Be prepared to work hard as part of a larger hospital team,
ultimately providing a caring and professional for patients , which
is very rewarding. 

I work in a team with two other FHCs. I liaise on a daily basis with
our Genetic Counsellors, secretaries and genetic departments
throughout the UK. The role is very interesting and varied; from
drawing up  pedigrees, requesting further information, following
up on consent and more. My favourite part is the patient contact.

I had been looking for wider knowledge and experience in the
Health Board and during this time a role came up in genetics. I
applied and got the job! I have found it to be an incredibly
interesting role and I have learned so much about inherited
diseases, testing and family history. I have held several positions
within the department starting at the reception then to the FH
service and currently as a Family History Co-ordinator.

What advice would you give to those interested in joining this
field?

Tracey originally studied Hotel
Reception in college and worked
in the Dolphin Hotel Swansea for

three years after graduation. 
After working for  British

Telecom and subsequently
Morrisons for several  years, she

joined the NHS in 2013.

  She joined the All Wales
Medical  Genomics Service in
January this year as a Family

History Co-ordinator.

What inspired you to pursue a role in the field of genomics?
After seven years with the NHS in Swansea, I was ready to find
another challenge and I had been looking for a while.  When the
FHC role came up, it looked very interesting - recognising the
role was  providing a very important service to patients.  I did
some research and particularly liked the patient contact part of
the role. I have been in this role for nine months and I am still
enjoying it !

I work closely and provide support to the Genetic Counsellors on
site here in Swansea.  An average day consists of finding reports
for the counsellors, calling patients to collate family history,
sending and receiving emails for reports and drawing clinical
pedigrees; the latter being my favourite part of the job as it  can
be quite relaxing drawing at the end of the day!  I also spend time
following up on cases that have been waiting for further
information either from another hospital/department or from
the patient themselves.

What advice would you give to those interested in joining this
field?
Researching  about  the genetics service and the service we
provide for our patients is key There is a wealth of information
online. I would also advocate keeping and eye  an eye out for
advertised  roles  on the  intranet and NHS jobs sites.

Kimberley Hortop

Family History Co-ordinator

What happens during a typical working day?
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What inspired you to pursue a role in genomics?

Tracey Hughes

Family History Co-ordinator
What happens during a typical working day?



Dr Sam Cox, Clinical Consultant Oncologist - DPYD testing to patients in Wales 
Watch here: https://rb.gy/eovbei

Dr Kate Burke, Consultant in Neonatal Medicine - the new WINGS service
Watch here: https://rb.gy/tvjbpk

Dr Christopher Johnson, Consultant in Health Protection - Covid-19 genome sequencing 
Watch here: https://rb.gy/f3rbsm

 Young People’s Virtual Public Genomics Café 

An Introduction to Genomics in Health

Experiences of Living with a Genetic Condition

How you can become more involved in genomics

in Wales

Virtual Public Genomics Café

Genomics & Health
Surviving Shielding during Covid: experiences
from the Rare Disease community
An overview of the Cross-Party Group for Rare,
Genetic & Undiagnosed Conditions
The National Genomics Estates Strategy in

Wales for GPW and the Precision Medicine

Initiative

The first young people's public genomics cafe for 16-

25 year old's was held on 29th October. They event

covered the following topics:

The event was a great success with good
engagement from attendees - we  look forward to
the next one!

The latest public genomics café took place on 19
November from 11am to 12.45am where discussed
the following:

Programme
Updates

Contact GPW @GenomicsWales genomicspartnershipwales@wales.nhs.uk
genomicspartnership.wales

Patient & Public Sounding Board

Patient area design at the new GPW site,
bringing together AWMGS, PenGU and WGP
The impact of the proposals across a range of
protected characteristics as part of our Equality
& Health Impact Assessments
External communications plans

Genomics Nursing Survey Re-launched–

We held our sixth patient and public sounding board
on 8th October. We began by providing an
overview of the GPW genomics estates strategy,
bringing together AWMGS, Pathogen Genomics
and Wales Gene Park, with our members
specifically consulted on

As part of the Welsh Government’s Genomics for
Precision Medicine Strategy, we would like to invite
Nurses and Midwives in Wales to share their
opinions on genomics and learning preferences. We
would love to hear from you!
Your response will help inform future education and
training initiatives and preparation of this
workforce group. Participation in the survey is
voluntary and anonymous.
To complete the survey please visit our website 
GenomicsPartnership.wales

Programme Board: Genomics Clinical Impact Videos Now Available on
GPW's new YouTube channel

Programme Updates

We have been busy! Find out about the latest
updates and  news from the GPW Team.
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http://genomicspartnership.wales/nurseandmidwifesurvey
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7_Fln_0saqUCCTLfcpX3Mw/featured

